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third or more above those prevailing in the eighties (pp. 108-112). 
At the other extreme are such cases as the masons and carpen- 
ters of Berlin, whose median daily wages in 1871 were but 44 
per cent of rates in 1908 (p. 34). Another interesting case is 
presented by the average daily earnings of Krupp's employees 
in Essen: — the relative figures rise from 57 in 1871, to 73 in 1875, 
fall to 56 in 1879, rise again to 89 in 1900, fall once more to 84 
in 1902, and finally rise to 100 in 1906 (p. 89). Where wages by 
the hour are distinguished from wages by the day, it usually 
appears that a small reduction in the length of the working time 
has taken place. For example, the standard rates for stone- 
cutters in Berlin show relative hourly wages of 59 and relative 
daily wages of 66 in 1886, as compared with 100 in 1908 (p. 74). 
On the contrary, the Berlin house-painters have not succeeded 
in reducing their hours, and are represented by relative rates of 
77 in 1873, 60 in 1886, and 100 in 1908 (p. 63). 

These citations suffice as samples of the information which the 
report gives. As a whole, it is certainly the best available 
collection of data concerning the development of wages in the 
German Empire. But perhaps it will be quickly superseded by 
the writer's coming volume comparing wages in Europe and 
America. Economists of statistical bent will look with interest 
to learn what ground the new work covers. 

Wesley C. Mitchell. 

Harvard University. 

Essais de Statistique Morale. I. Le Suicide. By Camille Jac- 
quart. (Bruxelles: A. Dewit, 1908. Pp. 106.) 

This monograph is divided quite equally into two parts, the 
first dealing with suicide in Belgium, and the second with certain 
manifestations of the question as a world problem. The first is 
more important since it contributes something new to the subject, 
while the second contains little except the opinions of the various 
scholars who have studied the problem. 

The book opens with a discussion of the difficulties which 
attend the collection of accurate statistics upon suicide. When 
a body has been recovered from the water it is often difficult to 
tell whether the death should be attributed to suicide or accident. 
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Families feel the disgrace of having the death of a member 
attributed to suicide, and the attempt is often successful to have 
another cause assigned. Then comes the question of attempted 
suicides. Shall they be altogether neglected or placed in a sepa- 
rate category? The discussion of these points is clear and scien- 
tific. 

Although statistics upon suicide in Belgium date from 1834, 
they are not reasonably accurate until 1867. From 1867-1875 
the rate was 349 per million, while from 1901-1905 it had reached 
869. This increase was quite constant, although there was usually 
a decrease during periods of prosperity. With each crisis a new 
high mark was set. A chart comparing the number of suicides 
per annum for the period 1867-1903 with the production of pig 
iron and the number of business failures shows the correlation 
which would be expected. 

One interesting fact is that while the ratio of males to females 
who took their lives in Brussels from 1900-1906 was 100 to 29, 
the ratio for those who attempted suicide was 100 to 62. "This 
is one of the reasons why there are so many more males than 
females among those who take their own lives. Whether it is 
due to physical weakness, or the methods which women prefer 
in their attempts, they are frequently kept from realizing their 
sad design." 

The reason assigned for the rapid increase in suicide within 
the past forty years is the growth of industrialism, and all that 
this implies. Alcoholism and insanity are contributing causes to 
be traced to the same source. 

The proof-reading was very poorly done. Thus, on page 21 
the rate for 1900-1905 is stated as 869, whereas the period was 
1901-1905. This average is derived from the figures on the pre- 
ceding page, which give the annual number of suicides from 1900 
to 1903 as 789, 852, 878 and 718. Evidently they should have 
been 786, 859, 872, and 818, if the figures by sex are correct. 
It is unfortunate that such errors should have gone uncorrected. 

In the second section the influence of race and religion upon the 
rate of suicide is studied. Little weight is given to race, but the 
surprising conclusion is reached, that, where it is possible to 
study the question, the Latin races seem to have a higher rate 
than the Teutonic. On the subject of religious confession the 
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author is more confident. The rate among Protestants is higher 
than among Catholics when it is possible to eliminate the influ- 
ences of race, occupation and social position. "This greater 
moral force of resistance to suicide among Catholics proceeds, it 
seems to me, from two sentiments which the Catholic religion 
profoundly impresses upon the souls of its believers: the first is 
that of resignation to the will of God, which causes the greatest 
griefs to be accepted as trials of faith, and thus gives a meaning 
to human suffering; the other sentiment is that of the necessity 
for the man who would avoid eternal damnation not to appear 
before his final judge with a soul charged with a criminal act." 
The remainder of the book is devoted to the effect of age, occu- 
pation and season upon suicide. When discussing the influence 
of conjugal condition upon suicide, he considers the rate for the 
married man as the natural rate, and the higher rate for the single 
in the same ages as due to the abnormal life of the bachelor. 
He defends this opinion by stating that the smaller difference 
between the rates for wives and maids at similar ages is due to 
the fact that the life of the maid is but little different in its sur- 
roundings and occupations from that of the wife. When she 
enters into industry and becomes independent her suicide rate 
approaches that of the bachelor. 



Wm. B. Bailey. 



Yale University. 



Die statistischen Mittelwerte, eine methodologische Untersuchung. 
By Fbanz Zizek. (Leipzig: Duncker and Humblot, 1908. 
Pp. x, 444. 9 m.) 

Dr. Zizek tells us in the Vorwort that the present book has 
developed from a topic assigned to him by von Inama-Sternegg, 
who conducted the seminar in statistics at the University of 
Vienna in 1903-1904. The great significance of the statistical 
average and the fact that few authors have dealt with the general 
theory of averages were impressed upon Dr. Zizek, leading him 
to extend his study to the scope of the present work. The 
importance of the average is evidenced by the fact that Guerry, 
Edgeworth, and Bowley all define statistics as "the science of 
averages." The author makes clear at the outset his intention 



